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was just 2 weeks shy from gaining his
United States citizenship. Lance Cor-
poral Martinez Flores was killed in the
line of duty near Nasiriyah, lraq, on
March 25, 2003, and after his death,
Lance Corporal Martinez’s family
proudly accepted a certificate of natu-
ralization granting to Francisco post-
humous U.S. citizenship on April 6,
2003. He was one of thousands of lawful
permanent residents who have volun-
teered their service to protect the
United States by joining the U.S. mili-
tary.

Lance Corporal Martinez Flores was
a courageous and dedicated marine who
grew up in our local community of
Duarte, and | am privileged that we
will be naming a Federal building after
him in his hometown.

Local residents in the city there have
also shown their support to honor him.
They have come together to put to-
gether their own funds to develop a
scholarship in his name. And all 52
Members on a bipartisan effort from
California support this initiative. The
mayor and the city council of the city
of Duarte are also bipartisan and sup-
port this piece of legislation. These ef-
forts now will lead to the post office at
1210 Highland Avenue in Duarte, Cali-
fornia, to be named Francisco A. Mar-
tinez Flores.

I want to thank all of them for their
support for the bill, all those that had
the ability to be a part of this to help
us move this along in an expeditious
manner, and | want to especially thank
the family members and those people
that represent that community that
came together to fully unify them-
selves behind this young man. It is dev-
astating for us to know that someone
has to lose their life under such turbu-
lent time and hardship to have a com-
munity come together like that. This
was one of those moments in our his-
tory. The bill is a tribute to all those
who have died to our country, and it is
a tribute to all the families who have
lost a loved one. The bill symbolizes
the gratitude and admiration we have
for our Nation’s soldiers who risk their
life to uphold their way of life and the
American ideals of liberty, justice, and
equality. And | urge all my colleagues
to join me in recognizing this Amer-
ican hero, Lance Corporal Francisco A.
Martinez Flores, who fought and died
for our country, by supporting this bill
today, H.R. 2396.

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

Let me say | commend my colleague
for bringing this legislation to the
floor. In our usual order of things, it is
individuals with power, prestige, and
notoriety that get postal namings, but
it is the Francisco Floreses of this
world, many of them immigrants, who
built this country, who make it run
every day, and who fight to keep it
free. He is in a larger sense, as the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. SoLlIs)
says, an American hero, and | urge
adoption of this legislation.
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Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, |
yield such time as she may consume to
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
LINDA T. SANCHEZ).

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to
stand before the Members today in sup-
port of H.R. 2396. This legislation des-
ignates the post office located at 1210
Highland Avenue in Duarte, California,

after a courageous young marine,
Lance Corporal Francisco Martinez
Flores.

Lance Corporal Flores was Killed in
the line of duty near Nasiriyah, lIraq,
on March 25, 2003, protecting the
rights, beliefs, and values of a Nation
that he could not yet call his own. He
was just 2 weeks away from gaining his
U.S. citizenship, which was granted
posthumously on April 6, 2003.

According to the Department of De-
fense, an estimated 37,000 legal perma-
nent residents are currently serving on
Active Duty in our Armed Forces.
These young men and women have will-
ingly volunteered to carry out one of
the most solemn duties any nation can
ask of its people, and they have more
than earned the right to become citi-
zens of the Nation they have sworn to
uphold and protect. Their contribu-
tions should always be remembered.

Naming the post office after Lance
Corporal Flores is not just a way to
honor his memory, but also a small
way to show appreciation and respect
to the other 200 soldiers who have made
the ultimate sacrifice. Each day when
a person walks through the Highland
Avenue Post Office located in Duarte,
California, they will be able to read
about this hero and remember that it
is the people in their community who
contribute to the freedoms that we all
enjoy as Americans.

I would like to thank every man and
woman currently serving in the U.S.
military. | hope they stay safe, and |
wish them a speedy return, and | sleep
better at night knowing that they are
doing such a tremendous job, and I
sleep better at night knowing that peo-
ple like Francisco Martinez Flores are
there serving our country. | urge all
my colleagues to vote in favor of H.R.
2396.

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, | yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

With the understanding and recogni-
tion that | agree with the gentlewoman
from California that if one has the
right to fight and die, one certainly has
the right to citizenship, | would urge
swift passage of this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, we have no further
speakers, and | yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. Tom DAviIsS) that the House sus-
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pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
2396.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 14 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

——
0 1610
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DREIER) at 4 o’clock and
10 minutes p.m.

———

REPORT ON H.R. 2660, DEPART-
MENTS OF LABOR, HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES, AND EDU-
CATION, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT FOR
FISCAL YEAR 2004

Mr. REGULA, from the Committee
on Appropriations, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 108-188) on the
bill (H.R. 2660) making appropriations
for the Departments of Labor, Health
and Human Services, and Education,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2004, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the Union Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of
order are reserved on the bill.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 11 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

——
0 1834
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. TERRY) at 6 o’clock and
34 minutes p.m.

———

THE CONGRESSIONAL
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

(Mr. HASTERT asked and was given
permission to speak out of order, to re-
vise and extend his remarks and in-
clude therein extraneous material.)

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, this
morning the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. PELOsI), Democratic leader,
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